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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
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OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us!  We are an Open and Affirming 

Church! 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the 

service if needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Sunday School after the Children’s Time!  

Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little 

hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  We have large print bulletins and an 

elevator too! 

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the 

room downstairs directly under the sanctuary. 

 

Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that 

we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and 

raised.  We pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods 

and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

May 7, 2017                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

“Whatever your spiritual disposition-skeptic, seeker, follower - we welcome you and pray that you 
might hear something of the Good News today!”  
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE “Song Without Words” Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
  Op. 103 #2 
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Today we gather in this house of worship!  

People: We bring ourselves as living sacrifices, that we may be transformed and our 

minds renewed. 

Leader:  Come meditate on the Word of God   
People: so that we can be the Church! 
 

*OPENING SONG “God of Wonders” Marc Byrd and Steve Hindalong 

  Led by Joyspring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Kids go out to Sunday School after the song) 

(Verse 1) 

Lord of all creation 

Of water, earth and sky 

The heavens are your tabernacle 

Glory to the Lord on high 
 

(Chorus) 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, holy 

The universe declares Your Majesty 

You are holy, holy 

Lord of Heaven and earth 

Lord of Heaven and earth 
 

(Verse 2) 

Early in the morning 

I will celebrate the light 

As I stumble in the darkness 

I will call Your name by night 
 

 

 

(Chorus) 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, holy 

The universe declares Your Majesty 

You are holy, holy 

Lord of Heaven and earth 

Lord of Heaven and earth 

 

(Bridge) 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth 

 

(Chorus 2X) 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, so holy 

The universe declares Your Majesty 

You are holy, holy 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

Let us come together to open our hearts before God in confession. 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

You ask us to love You and to love others as we love ourselves.  But we have fallen short on 

all three counts.  Help us to receive the love You have shown us in and through Christ and 

to live that love into the world, as we pray the prayer that our Lord Jesus taught us, saying 

together, 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated) 

 

  SERVICE OF THE WORD AND RESPONSE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Linda Hartley 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Psalm 1 (pew Bible page 424) 
 

The author speaks of what brings blessing in this world. 
 

SCRIPTURE ACCLAMATION Psalm 1 (see insert) T.H. Ponders 
 

 

SERMON “The Choice” Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

“Blessed are those who…find joy in obeying the Law of the Lord, and they study it day and 

night.  They are like trees that grow beside a stream, that bear fruit at the right time, and whose 

leaves do not dry up.  They succeed in everything they do.”  Psalm 1: 1-3 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Let us bring our gifts before God with joy and thanksgiving!    
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and pass to 

the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put down your name, 

but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, please leave the sheet on the top 

of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

We will be bringing our offering forward today instead of giving in our pews!  If you are new 

among us, we are just glad you are here, but if you wish to bring a gift before God today, do 

so with a smile! 
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 Offertory Anthem “Lift Your Head Weary Sinner (Chains)” David Crowder,  

  Joyspring Ed Cash, and Seth Philpott 

  
 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Glorious God, we dedicate these gifts as an expression of our faith.  May this act of giving 

draw us closer to You and extend a blessing to all who are helped through our sharing. 

Amen. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM “Come to the Table” Allen Pote 

 

(Older kids come into Communion during this song.) 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   
 

(The Communion in our church is served with gluten free bread.) 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O God, we give thanks for this open table, and for this meal filled with peace and hope.  We 

pray that we would choose to follow You in the days and weeks ahead, for Your glory, 

Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN #464 “God of Grace and God of Glory” CWM RHONDDA 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION  #445 “Go in Peace” OCEAN PARK 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

*POSTLUDE 
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Dave Ruberti greeted you this morning and serves as liturgist. 

Steve Achorn and Nancy Cook are Deacons of the day. 

Communion servers are Linda Birch, Beth Dapolite, Judy Ellis, Pam Faustine, Audrey Lord 

and Joan Truesdell. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAY 7, 2017 
 

Continued Prayers: Family of Edwin Heckman (Nancy Uhlman's brother); Cathie Achorn’s sister Linda 

Palatka; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Helena Engberg 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on the sermon 

Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  
 

NEW IN THE CHURCH? 

Would you like to meet some other new people?  Find out a little more about the church? Join us for a 

newcomer’s gathering on Sunday, May 21
st
 right after church downstairs in the chapel!  Hope to see you 

there! 
 

CALL TO ANNUAL BOARDS AND COMMITTEES MEETING 

The Annual Boards and Committees Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will be held 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 following the worship service in the church vestry. The purpose of the meeting is as 

follows: 

    1. To hear and act upon the reports of the officers, staff and various Boards and Committees. 

    2.  To elect officers and appoint members of Boards and Committees for the period  July 1, 2017 to     

June 30, 2020. 

    3. To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 
 

Submitted by David R. Smith, Church Clerk 
 

If you are responsible for a report, please email it to the church office at westboroucc@verizon.net.  

If you’ve done so already, thank you. 
 

 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
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KID’S CHIMES AND BELLS 

The Kid’s Chimes and Bells will rehearse today after church at 11:15. This is the last rehearsal before 

Mother’s Day and it is important to make every effort to come. 

 

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY 

May 21
st
 is Baccalaureate Sunday. During the morning service, we will recognize all 

graduates in attendance. Graduates are sons and daughters as well as members of your 

extended family. We would also like to include information on graduates in the Sunday 

Bulletin and in the Evangel. Please send your graduate information to the church office at 

westboroucc@verizon.net by May 14
th

. Be sure to include the following: 

-Student’s name 

-School graduating from (high school, vocational - school, college, etc.)  

-Any degrees achieved or honors received 

-School going to (name & location) or Military   affiliation, etc.  

-Parent’s name 
 

THE SERMONATORS 

Our men’s softball team has a game against The River tomorrow night, Monday, May 8
th 

at 6:30 PM!  It 

will be at our home field on Rogers Road.  Here are a few more upcoming games: 
 

May 15   First Congregational Hopkinton #2    away, Fruit Street 

May 22   First Congregational Hopkinton #1    away, Fruit Street 

May 29   Faith Baptist Church       away in Millville 

 

BLOOD DRIVE IN HONOR OF CORINNE SCIARAPPA - SATURDAY, MAY 13TH 

The Congregational Church of Westboro will be holding another blood drive on May 13
th

 from 8:30 am – 

2:30 pm.  Corinne Sciarappa, a Westboro High School sophomore, is continuing her battle with 

rhabdomyosarcoma.  We highly recommend scheduling an appointment to donate.  You can sign up by 

calling 1-800-REDCROSS or visiting redcrossblood.org, sponsor code Corinne.  Volunteer help and 

donation of baked goods are also greatly appreciated.   As a special thank you, all presenting donors at this 

event can enter to win a pair of Red Sox tickets and be honored at Fenway Park as the Blood Donor of The 

Game. To volunteer, contact anitalawler@verizon.net.  Thank you so much for your continued support!   
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SERVICE – JUNE 11 – AT HOPKINTON STATE PARK! 

On Children’s Sunday, June 11
th

, we will be doing an outdoor worship service at Hopkinton State Park!  

(Not at the church). We will also be launching our boat!  Watch for more details. 

 

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE 

The Worcester Area Mission Society (WAMS) has summer internships available.  Look on the bulletin 

board for more information or check out WamsWork.org.  These are great opportunities for college kids 

returning home. 

SAVE THE DATE!  

The Youth Group will be sponsoring a Golf Tournament & Silent Auction on May 20
th

 at the Westborough 

Country Club. The completed wooden sailboat will be up for auction!  We are looking for people to golf 

that day!  Please email Barry Hackett at bhackett@amsan.com to join in on the fun.  You can pick up an 

info sheet downstairs.  All proceeds raised will be used to help fund the Youth Group Mission trip to St. 

Vincent in June. 

mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://redcrossblood.org/
mailto:anitalawler@verizon.net
mailto:bhackett@amsan.com
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DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, June 8th.  Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you 

 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP 

All men are welcome to join our Men’s Study Group!  We meet every Tuesday night from 7:00 – 8:30 in 

our chapel.  It is a casual group that continues to explore what it means to be a Christian man today.  If 

you’d like to learn more about this group just show up Tuesday or contact Rich Lord at 508-878-5050 

Rich.Lord@charter.net. 
 

GROCERY CARDS  
        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000               2017    YTD Sales:  $     1,909.50 
 

Sunday Sales: Grocery cards will be on sale in the vestry after worship service. Bring your checkbook to 
Church so you can eat heathy, shop locally with your Grocery Card.  Stop by our table after worship on 
Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will deliver them to you.  Karen Hutchinson at 
508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or 
Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 
 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up 

on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton 508-410-9000  
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:Rich.Lord@charter.net
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
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May 7 Communion Sunday 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:15 AM Kid’s Chimes & Bells 

11:30 AM Deacon/Kerygma Room 

1PM-7PM Voice Concert/Sanctuary 

4PM-7PM GSA/Vestry 

4:30 PM BSA TLC/Kerygma Room 
 

May 8  Monday 

2:15 PM GSA/Vestry 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 

7:30 PM BSA Comm/Kerygma Rm. 
 

May 9 Tuesday 

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel  

7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Rm. 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

May 10 Wednesday  

9:00 AM Weaver’s Guild/Vestry, Kerygma 

9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

May 11 Thursday 

10:00 AM Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

6:30 PM BSA/Vestry 
 

May 12 Friday 

5:30-9:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

May 13 Saturday 

8:30AM- 2:30 PM Blood Drive/Vestry 
 

May 14 Sunday – Mother’s Day/Book Fair 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 


